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When we encounter people who are 
homeless, we tend to react in one of three 
ways:

Some of us choose to look the other way, 
thinking ‘I’ve got enough problems of my own 
– I don’t need to pay attention to this.’ 

Others choose to blame people living in 
poverty – as if poverty was a choice.

But some of us can’t look away. We don’t cast 
blame or judgement, and we make every 
effort to offer love and compassion to those 
who struggle. As someone who supports the 
work of Scott Mission, you’re clearly in this 
loving group.

The people who come to us don’t all need just 

a hot meal or a warm bed. Some have simple 
needs like laundry or help to set up a bank 
account. Others have more complex needs 
like counselling for past trauma, and recovery 
from addictions. 

We are grateful because of your past 
support that we’ve been able to meet the 
needs of those who’ve come to us for help. 
All that good work is also made possible in 
part because people in past decades chose 
to leave gifts in their wills to Scott Mission. 
These charitable bequests have touched so 
many lives over the years – and still touch 
so many today. This legacy of love has made 
Scott Mission a place of peace where all can 
discover healing, dignity and hope for the next 
step forward.  

While the decision to make a legacy gift is certainly a very private and 
personal one, we’re here to answer your questions or discuss your gift 
options with you (in complete confidence).

The True Measure of Our Character

Celebrating a 
Wonderful Life  
Through Giving

Ruth had only $45 in 
her purse when she 
emigrated to Canada from 
South Africa in 1960, so 
she understands what 
it’s like to be alone in the 
city, with very little, and 
few prospects. Despite 
thinking that her time 
in Toronto would only 

amount to a couple of years, she ended up 
falling in love with the city and its people.

“I’ve had such a wonderful life,” she remarks 
with gratitude. “I was fortunate to find a job 
when I arrived in Toronto, and I’ve always felt 
incredibly thankful to be here.”

This past year, Ruth celebrated a milestone 
birthday, her 85th. While much of our city—and 
the world—remained in rotating lockdowns, 
Ruth decided to celebrate her birthday in a 
unique way—by “giving herself a present,” 
as she calls her own generosity.

So she made a large purchase of cupcakes, 
cookies, and sodas as a special treat for the 
clients who stay in Scott Mission’s emergency 
shelter for men, bringing our shelter residents 
much joy. 

“During the pandemic, I had seen people 
lining up in the cold for a meal, and I knew 
that I wanted to help them,” she says of her 
desire to help Scott Mission’s clients.

Ruth is also a generous legacy donor to the 
Scott Mission – naming the Mission as a 
beneficiary of her estate in her will. 

“Many people, through no fault of their own, 
find themselves in difficult circumstances, like 
losing a job and not being able to pay one’s 
rent,” she says. 

“It gives me great joy to give,” she continues. 
“And it makes me look forward to my next 
significant birthday—so that we can all have a 
dinner together!”

Scott Mission is grateful to legacy donors 
like Ruth, who have the vision to 
see that what we give today 
enables the Mission to 
help those in need 
tomorrow and for 
generations to 
come. Many people,  

through no fault  
of their own, find 

themselves in difficult 
circumstances...It gives 

me great joy to give.”

Ruth, Legacy Donor

Ruth, Legacy Donor



Putting Faith into Practice
The Scott Mission was founded on the idea 
of social gospel – namely that we must apply 
Christ’s teachings of love and compassion 
to our communities, our economies and 
our neighbours who struggle. For decades, 
through waves of immigration, depression 
and recession, war and pandemic, the 
dedicated donors, volunteers, and staff at 
Scott Mission have all put their love and 
compassion into action. 

Communities like ours thrive when no one is 
left behind to struggle alone. People like you 
are putting their faith into practice by giving so 
that those who feel lost and alone can belong 
– so they can feel valued and worthy of love – 
God’s love and ours. 

Thank you for giving so generously and for 
sharing love with those who need it most.

A Proud Tradition of Mercy and Love

What you leave 
behind is not what 
is engraved in stone 
monuments, but what 
is woven into the lives 
of others.”

Greek Philosopher Pericles

Good Samaritans are all around us. They are 
the ones who know that love doesn’t walk by, 
they are the ones who see, stop and take time 
to serve those who suffer and need a helping 
hand. And just as the Good Samaritan, in the 
Bible, came to the rescue of the man who had 
been left for dead on the side of the road, you 
have stopped to help, give, and love those 
who need your support. 

As a generous supporter of Scott Mission, 
you are a modern-day Good 

Samaritan – a good 
neighbour who gives 

to the homeless, 
the hungry, and 

the lost – 
continuing  

a tradition  
 

 
 
 

of love and encouragement for others. 

Love was at work.

___________________________________

The Seed That Became Scott 
Mission
The Scott Mission that you know today had 
its origins in Presbyterian Ministry more 
than a century ago. Toronto has seen wave 
after wave of new Canadians seeking a 
more peaceful and prosperous life over 
the decades. There have been cycles of 
immigration from the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Portugal, China and Vietnam to name a few. If 
you walk around downtown Toronto, it’s easy 
to see reminders of their presence as new 
Canadians.

A major wave of newcomers to Toronto 
occurred early in the 20th century when 
Jews from Eastern Europe fled to Canada 

to avoid poverty and persecution. In 1908, 
a Presbyterian minister named J. Scott 
MacPherson, opened a new downtown 
church called the Christian Synagogue. Its 
purpose was to offer the story of Jesus to 
these newcomers – and to help them adjust 
to their new home. One of the first ways that 
the church helped these newcomers was to 
offer English lessons for people whose first 
language was Polish, Yiddish or Russian – 
helping them to adjust to their new home.

Love was at work.

___________________________________

Expanding to Meet Community 
Demands
In 1920, Reverend Scott died and the 
organization was re-named “The Scott 
Institute” in his memory. And, while the name 
and programming changed over the years, the 

original Good Samaritan tradition continued to 
reach people in need of all nationalities and 
religions in downtown Toronto. 

Services were expanded during the years 
between the two World Wars to include 
traditional church services, Bible study 
groups, and Sunday school lessons. The more 
practical outreach services to the community’s 
vulnerable neighbours included food for the 
hungry, clothing, shelter for the homeless 
and even summer camps for children who 
otherwise had no opportunity to experience 
nature outside of the city. 

Love was at work. 



The Soup Kitchen is Born
When the Great Depression struck in 1929, 
hunger, poverty, and suffering grew beyond 
anyone’s imagination. The response across 
North America was the beginning of “soup 
kitchens” where hot meals were first served to 
feed the hungry.

Scott Mission joined the soup kitchen 
movement to help provide meals for those 
who were hungry, and this tradition continues 
today – 80-plus years later.

Love was at work. 

___________________________________

Scott Mission’s Journey 
In 1941, the Scott Institute became 
independent of the Presbyterian Church and 
was renamed The Scott Mission. Just after 
WW2, Scott Mission acquired a new location 
on Spadina Avenue, which is still home today. 

In the years that followed, Scott Mission  
found new ways to help improve the lives  
of those who needed it most. A summer  
camp was established in Caledon, just 

northwest of Toronto – where children and 
youth gather every summer to enjoy nature 
away from the city. 

Other during and after-school programs 
for children and youth were started in the 
Lawrence Heights neighbourhood and 
Counselling and Case Management Programs 
were launched to integrate evidence-based 
clinical counseling, interpersonal relationships, 
and pastoral care for those fighting 
depression, anxiety, PTSD, and other mental 
health concerns. 

A full-time daycare centre allows working 
mothers a safe and affordable way to ensure 
that their children are well taken care of while 
they work. 

For more than eight decades thousands of 
people have received compassion and hope 
in the form of a hot meal, a warm bed and a 
kind word. 

None of this work would have been possible 
without the generous support of modern-day 
Good Samaritans like you.

Love was at work.

Prayer in action is love, love in action is service.”  Mother Teresa

Even though I’m 76 years 
old today, I look back on 
my childhood like it was 
yesterday. My earliest 
memories were of living 
with my family near the 
corner of Pharmacy and 
Danforth in east Toronto. 
I recall all the pavement 
and concrete there – and 

so little green anywhere. In fact, the school in 
our neighbourhood had an asphalt baseball 
diamond!

But then when I was nine, my family moved to 
Willowdale, near Sheppard and Yonge. Back 
in the 1950s, it was still mainly farmland. There 
were forests and streams to explore – and 
grass everywhere. I was in heaven! It was in 
those years that I learned how important the 
outdoors is to kids.

As I got older, I started donating to Scott 
Mission. I was particularly enthused about their 
summer camp program for disadvantaged 
kids. Not long ago, I decided to leave a gift 
in my will to support the summer camp 

program at Scott Mission. I wanted kids in 
this huge city to experience the same joy I 
did so many years ago.

Now that I’ve made this gift in my will 
to Scott Mission, I feel a deep sense of 
satisfaction. It makes me feel very warm 
inside to know that kids will be able to get 
away from the concrete, traffic, and crime 
and into the country and spend their days 
surrounded by grass, water, and trees.

If you support The Scott Mission as I do – and 
if you appreciate what summer camp can 
mean to children’s development –  
I hope you will consider 
making a gift in your will 
to Scott Mission. I am 
pretty sure that 
when you do, 
you’ll be very 
glad you did. …Let us love  

one another,  
for love comes  

from God…” 

1 John 4:7 NIV

Childhood Memories Live On
– PAUL TINSLEY’S STORY

Paul, Legacy Donor



Charitable 
gifts in wills 
are much more 
common than 
you might think

Some people think that charitable bequests are 
reserved for the wealthy. 

But, every day in Canada, middle-class Canadians 
are choosing to leave gifts to their favourite 
charities in their wills. 

In fact, about 1.5 million Canadians who are alive 
today, already have gifts to charities in their wills. 
Legacy giving in Canada turns out to be much 
more popular than we thought!

1.5 million Canadians alive today already have gifts to charities in their wills.

Turning Love into Legacy
When I was a young, chartered accounting 
graduate in India in the 1970s, I had a 
profound faith experience, where the Lord 
directed me out of India, away from my 
family and over the ocean to start a new life 
in Canada with my wife. In that experience, I 
heard my calling loud and clear. Rather than 
earning money for shareholders in a business 
setting, I was to dedicate myself to loving and 
serving the poor.

When I arrived in Canada, I started working 
at Scott Mission where I could minister and 
care for everyone who entered the front 
doors. I’m proud to say that I’ve been here 
for 33 years now – and I still love my job 
more than you can imagine. While some may 
feel uncomfortable around people who are 
struggling with poverty and facing difficult life 
circumstances, and addictions, I feel blessed 
to know them and called to serve them.

Over the years, I’ve seen the good that has 
been done because loyal Scott Mission 
donors chose to share what they had with 
people who have so much less. I’ve felt 
incredibly thankful when I see the continued 
impact from people who left gifts, to the 
Mission, in their wills years ago. Their 
remarkable legacy of compassion and 
generosity endured for so many years – 
changing the trajectory of people’s lives.

Now that I’m older, I think about my legacy 
too. Of course, my sons, daughter-in-law, and 
grandson are shining tributes to my lifetime. 
But so are the thousands upon thousands 
of people who have been fed, sheltered, 
and counselled to overcome addictions, 
rediscover self-love and embrace the love 
of God. These people are a big part of the 
footprint that I hope to leave in this world. 

 

If you have this kind of love and compassion 
in your heart, if you care about those who are 
struggling to survive, and if you want to love 
others like the Good Samaritan did, please 
consider leaving a gift in your will to the Scott 
Mission. In doing so, you’ll make a lasting 
difference that will impact individuals and 
families for generations to come. 

Thank you for everything you do for the Scott 
Mission. I feel blessed to be a part of this 
community of compassionate neighbours 
alongside you.

Yours in faith,

   

          Peter Duraisami, CEO                                                                                                                                              
                             Scott Mission



They say that there is no experience in life 
more painful than losing a child. After losing 
my only child, Kye, in 2020, I can tell you 
without question that it’s true. There is no pain 
in the world like it.

I want to share some of Kye’s story with you 
so that he might be remembered, and so that 
you might be inspired to consider leaving 
a gift in your will to Scott Mission like I have 
done.

Kye was my world. As a child, he was smart, 
talented, precocious, incredibly sensitive, 

and wise way beyond his years. He 
was a positive ‘can-do’ boy 

with everyone who knew 
him – always there 

with support and 
encouragement 

to help others 
reach for 

their 
dreams.

 
 
 
 

After his university years, Kye got involved 
with a startup company and invested huge 
amounts of energy into it. But despite his new 
career and very active social life, Kye loved to 
volunteer regularly to help others who were 
less fortunate than himself.

We lived in the Annex and often walked along 
Bloor and Spadina when Kye was growing 
up – and we walked past Scott Mission all 
the time. While others would try not to look 
at poor people on the street, Kye was always 
quick with a smile and a positive comment. 
And, I marveled at the way Kye never looked 
down on any of these people on the street. He 
didn’t just treat them like equals, he respected 
them because he believed them to be equal. 
He got this quality from his dad, Chris. 

Everything in our lives was going well until 
Kye had a psychotic break in 2018, at the 
age of 26. He was diagnosed with bipolar 1 
disorder – and our journey in search of mental 
health treatment began. We tried doctors and 
psychiatrists – hospitals and clinics – not to 
mention different types of medications.

Over the next two years, Kye certainly had 
his ups and downs. He got married, quit his 

Remembering Kye

An act of generosity 
and love seems the 
perfect tribute to his 
life and his loss.”

Christine Andreopoulos,  
Kye’s mother

job and spiraled downhill. Not long after 
his marriage ended, Kye became a missing 
person and found himself in the Stratford 
hospital. I moved to Stratford to be with him 
and Kye finally started receiving the medical 
help he needed so badly. When the pandemic 
began, Kye was no longer able to see his 
psychiatrist or social worker. He returned to 
Toronto where he struggled for a couple of 
months going from one Airbnb to another. 
I finally convinced him to move in with me. 
This is when we started to try to get help 
in Toronto. We got into the habit of taking 
walks together on workday mid-afternoons. I 
loved those times and the talks we had about 
anything and everything.

One day, Kye said he wanted to walk early 
and he wanted to take a long walk. So, that 
day he went for his walk alone. He never 
came home. He left a note saying that we 
tried. He didn’t feel anyone could help him. 
That was the afternoon that he took his life. I 
mourned his death like any mother would. His 
loss was beyond devastating for me. 

 

One way that helped me to start healing 
was to volunteer at Scott Mission the  
way he always had on Saturdays. After  
this volunteer experience, I realized that  
I wanted to leave a significant gift in my  
will to Scott Mission in Kye’s memory.

Today, I know that my gift is paying tribute to 
my son’s life. To his love and energy. To his 
sensitivity and empathy. To his heart and his 
young soul.  

I know that Kye is smiling today because this 
gift, given to honour his life will be used to 
help so many of the people he always had 
a kind word for – people in great need who 
deserve our generosity and love. It is so 
wonderful to offer this tribute in memory of 
his life. After all, an act of generosity and  
love seems the perfect tribute to his life and 
his loss.

Photo: Christine and her son Kye



How to Word Your Bequest
Sample wording for a gift in your will:

“I give to Scott Mission currently of 502 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M5S 
2H1, all (or ______%) of the residue of my estate, to be used at the discretion of the 
organization.”

Sample wording for a percentage gift in your will:

“I give to Scott Mission currently of 502 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2H1, 
______% of my estate, to be used at the discretion of the organization.”

Sample wording for a specific gift in your will:

“I give to Scott Mission currently of 502 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2H1, 
the sum of $______ to be used at the discretion of the organization.”

Our official name and address: The Scott Mission 502 Spadina Avenue Toronto, Ontario M5S 
2H1 Charitable Registration Number: 10796 3613 RR000

Please consult with your lawyer or financial advisor as to the type of gift best suited for your 
circumstances. If you would like to make changes to an existing will simply ask your lawyer 
to prepare a codicil. A codicil is a legal document that can be used to amend or add to your 
existing will.

If you know that you would like to leave a gift in your will to Scott Mission, there are flexible 
options around the type of bequest that will best fit your requirements.  We recommend that  
you seek advice from your financial advisor, accountant, or lawyer when making important 
financial decisions.

Making a Legacy gift is easy: 

1 2
Residual Bequest   
A type of gift that is made 
from whatever is left in 
the estate after all other 
bequest commitments 
have been fulfilled. 

Percentage of Estate  
Leaving a percentage of 
the estate, which allows 
for flexibility. You can 
select 5%, 10% or any 
other percentage amount. 

Specific Bequest  
A bequest gift that is a 
specific dollar amount.  
You can also give a  
specific asset such as 
shares in a company. 

3

We know that many longtime Scott Mission donors are 
interested in making a donation in their wills but 
then they pause and consider that they primarily 
want to use their wills to provide for their 
families.

Here’s how one donor resolved the 
question. 

Michelle wanted to make a donation 
in her will to the Scott Mission as part 
of her life’s legacy. But, Michelle also 
considered the fact that she has two 
grown daughters and five grandchildren.

After thinking about it, Michelle came 
up with her solution. She decided to 
divide her estate into 8 portions. Each child 
and grandchild will receive a share, and she 
will leave one-share of her estate to the Scott 
Mission This way Michelle can still help her family while 
supporting a cause she cares for at the same time. 

Providing for Family and  
Making a Donation in Your Will



I still have so many memories of growing up 
as the son of immigrants, in the Little Italy 
neighbourhood of Toronto – not that far from 
the Scott Mission. While I was blessed with 
a wonderful family full of faith and love, we 
struggled to get by. I didn’t have toys like my 
friends did. I wore threadbare clothes, while 
my classmates wore outfits that looked fresh 
and new.

Despite our hardships, my childhood was 
a happy one. I was always involved in my 
church – singing in the choir and serving as 
an altar boy. Somehow, I always knew that 

my purpose in life was to perform a 
task for God – and that each 

of us has our own task to 
complete the puzzle 

of life.

I was always 
aware of 

Scott 
Mission, 

and I 
always 

respected the work of all the good people 
there. As an adult, I began volunteering, doing 
whatever was needed to help feed, shelter, 
and clothe those whose journey was more 
difficult than mine. I also began donating as 
generously as I could.

Later, I had my own journey with stage 4 
cancer. Even though the doctors told me to 
get my affairs in order, I knew that I hadn’t 
completed my task for God yet – so I wasn’t 
afraid of death. Sure enough, I’m still here, 
continuing to help Scott Mission as best I can.

During my journey, I made estate 
arrangements in my will, and I didn’t forget 
Scott Mission when I did so. My gift to the 
Scott Mission is an important part of my life’s 
legacy – and an important way that my love 
can continue. It brings me joy and comfort to 
know that I have done my best to help others 
in their time of need. 

I hope that you will continue to generously 
support Scott Mission. Whether you volunteer 
or support financially today, or in the future 
through a gift in your will. You will be ensuring 
that everyone in our community will be able to 
get the support they need. 

My legacy of love 
– By Frank, a Scott Mission volunteer and donor

My gift to the  
Scott Mission is an 
important part of my  
life’s legacy – and an 
important way that my  
love can continue.”

Frank, Volunteer

The Potential Within
As a parent, when I look at my daughters, I’m 
reminded of the limitless potential that lies 
within them and in all of us. At Scott Mission,  
I see so much potential within every person 
who comes to us for food, shelter, counselling, 
and other family services.

Through the hardships, addiction, or mental 
illness they’ve faced in their lives, they continue 
to demonstrate remarkable resilience and 
perseverance while holding on to hope. 

It is my privilege to work at Scott Mission and 
to support those who are doing all they can 
to access their full potential for a better future. 
I’m extremely grateful that you and so many 
others continue to give so generously. You 
are the reason we’re able to make a difference 
in the lives of our neighbours who rely on Scott 
Mission when they need it most. 

With deep gratitude,

   Kendra
   

   Kendra Hickton,  
   Senior Manager,   
   Legacy Giving                                                          

You Can Plan Other Types of Impactful Gifts Too

Some donors prefer other ways of giving that can have tax advantages both today and in the 
future. There is a variety of ways to make these gifts from gifts of stock to making the charity the 
beneficiary of an annuity, RRIF/RRSP or life insurance policy or giving through a Donor Advised 
Fund.

If you have any interest in exploring alternative ways of giving, please visit  
scottmission.com/get-involved/planned-giving/ or contact Kendra Hickton at 647-465-7757 or 
khickton@scottmission.com. 


